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DEPARTMENT OF SPORT AND RECREATION — REGIONAL FUNDING 

653. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Minister for Sport and Recreation: 
I understand that earlier today the minister announced funding to further assist regional sporting organisations. 
Can the minister outline for the house how this funding by the Liberal–National government supports the 
development of sporting organisations across Western Australia, in particular, the midwest? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON replied: 
I thank the member for Moore for the question and for his assistance when we were in Toodyay recently. 
Toodyay has put forward quite a good proposal. It is quite optimistic, but it is a good proposal that we will look 
at. 

I have said before that Western Australia is pretty unique as it is the only state that has a dedicated 
Department of Sport and Recreation. It is equally important—I think that we are all proud of this—that we have 
offices in regional areas right around country Western Australia. That is a great investment that enables us to 
target sports in those areas. The people in those regional offices can target closely their local areas and maintain 
relationships with local sports and recreation organisations. It is really important to make sure that the funding 
that goes out is targeted properly so it meets the needs in those communities and we are not funding projects 
willy-nilly but from real need and that they are providing a real outcome. 

Today I announce funding for 2014–15 of $642 000 to 70 regional sporting associations across 21 sports. This 
funding is part of the recognition of the significant role that sport plays in all communities. I think we all know 
that sport plays a critical role in our country communities. A few weeks ago I spoke about the organisation 
sustainability program that is provided through the Department of Sport and Recreation to fund our state sporting 
associations. The additional funding that I announce today is part of our regional package and recognises the 
need to assist organisations at the regional level. Our state sporting associations generally do a fantastic job, and 
this will enable local people to have a finger on the pulse and address local issues that affect sport. Issues in 
Kununurra will be very different to those that affect sport in Narrogin, Mukinbudin or Albany. This will help 
such things as volunteer upskilling and retention, which are really critical across country WA; recruiting and 
training officials and coaches, which is very important in lifting the standard of our sports and safety and 
everything that goes with it; elite pathway development, which we are putting a lot of focus on, giving country 
kids an opportunity to get through to the top level of their sport; running events; and assisting with funding to 
assist running events and those types of things. 

The member for Moore will be pleased that a number of regional bodies in the midwest have received financial 
support this year, including the Geraldton Hockey Association and the Mid West Regional Cricket Board. Other 
successful recipients include the Great Southern Netball Region and the Broome Touch Association. I was in 
Broome last year when its touch football association had a big carnival. People came from all around the 
Kimberley, the Pilbara and over east. It was a huge carnival with lots of economic benefit. This is just an 
example of the type of things that we can support. 

I acknowledge local members. I am pretty lucky that I get a lot of support from local members from both sides of 
the house who advocate for sports in their regions. With our royalties for regions funding, our KidSport program 
and our community sporting and recreation facilities fund, we are making an unprecedented investment in 
country sport and in sport generally. This investment by government will really place us in good stead and help 
our communities in lots of different areas, including health and wellbeing, and provide social benefits as we go 
forward—and we will continue to do it. 
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